THE HERITAGE OF KARfcATAKA
ledge and the propagation of art by copying and teaching
those works and by building up vast libraries in several cen-
tres of Karnataka were a stupendous work; but these insti-
tutions did it splendidly, for which every Kannadiga must
feel greatly indebted to them. Of course, the Agraharas
also might have joined hand with them in the same task.
Some of the early educational centres of Karnataka are
Banavasi, Talakadu, Aihole and Gokarna ; those that flour-
ished in the mediaeval period were Salotagi, BaHigame and
Vijayanagara. Sravanabelgola and Koppana were the ear-
liest strongholds of Jaina learning and culture. A private
institution, founded by endowment by a Hoysala minister
was that of Mailangi, in which many languages like Nagara,
Kannada, Tamil and Arya (Marathi) were taught.
The social and religious institutions, which kept the
springs of culture alive, centred round the temple as they
do today even in the villages. What are known as Purarias
and Harikirtanas were functions usually held in the temples
where people gathered to listen with great devotion and
delight. Recitations from Kannada poetry were given to
audiences by trained reciters know as Gamakis, so that
an understanding and appreciation of poetry came to the
common people without the least amount of literacy,
The culture of the Purajias, the Epics and of the great
works in Kannada permeated the life of the Kannadiga
and equipped him for a fuller living. Faith in God and in
goodness became part and parcel of the convictions of the
generality of people and prompted their best behaviour.
Large vision, lofty ambition, high achievement, implicit
faith, sincerity and purity of character, truthfulness and
generosity have characterised the life of the people at ite